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AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT 


FORGERIES Ax D FRAUDS 


OF VARIOUS KINDS 
Committed by that moſt conſummate Adept in Deception, 


CHARLES PRICE, 
Otherwiſe PAT CH, 


MANY YEARS A 


LOTTERY OFFICE KEEPER, 


In LONDON AND WESTMINSTER : 


Who, to avoid an ignominious Death, deſtroyed himſelf in 
Tothill- Fields Bridewell, on the 24th of January, 1786. 
Publiſhed principally to gratify the Curiofity of the People, con- 
cerning a Man who had baffled every Mode of Detection, ſet on 
foot by the Directors of the Bank of England, and the Magiſtrates 
of Bo- Street, for upwards of Five Years. 


With which is given as a Frontiſpiece, an exact Repreſentation 
of his Perſon, in the Diſguiſe which he wore when he negotiated 
his firſt Parcel of Counterfeit Bank Notes, in the Year 1780, and 
likewiſe his Portrait in his uſual Dreſs. 


— 


Ar. ... — —ñ ƷR..!.UÜ 


LON DON. 
PRINTED FOR THE EDITOR, 
(By whoſe Permiſſion, theſe Mexorzs firſt appeared in the 


Exnclisu CurONICLE.,) 
* Sold by G. KE ARSLE V, at No. 46, in Fleet - Street, 
MDSCLXXXVI. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T. HESE extraordinary Memoirs, 
| which record the tranſations of 
the. moſt  pniſhed and notorious 
cheat that ever diſgraced human 
nature, appeared originally in 
detached parts, in a new evening 
paper, called the Ex ol isn Caro- 
NICLE, which it rapidly haſtening 
to an extenſroe circulation, in con- 
ſeguen ce of the proprietors un- 
exampled 


14 
erampled diligence, in obtaining 


matter, both intereſting and enter= 
raining, to lay before their readers. 

Several of the other news-pa- 
pers have copied theſe anecdotes, 
without even mentioning from 
whence they are talen; a prat- 
rice too common, in order to 
make a parade of originality of 
matter, which they have not the 
leaſt pretenſions to. it 

To preſerve them from 2 fugi- 
tive a fitua tion, where they i are 
divided into fix or ſeven parts, 
they are here correctly Printed, at 
a ſmall expence, in one pam pblet, , 
| winch cannot be read too atten- 


tively ; 
4 


G 
tiuely; it will frongly impreſs 
upon the mind of every reader, a 
new proof, if ſuch were wanting. 
of, the. juſtice of an old obſerva- 
tibm, vi. Honeſty is the beſt 
N 4 
Had he 1 5 rhbis 4 
( b muſt aftoniſh beyond de- 
ſcription, all who read it) taken 
but a ſmall portion of the: pains 
in reputable purſuits, . which he 
did in thoſe of quite an oppoſite 
nature, he would, in al proba- 
bility, have been a uſeful ſervant 
to the public, and been honoured 


with a fituation where his great 


abilities might have been properly 


Exe 


to be an 

euact - repreſentation of Prices 
whole figure, when he diſguiſed 
hinnſelf. to negociate the fr parcel 
of counterfeit Bank Votes, Vide 
the Advertiſement in Page 14. 


The ele. Lees repro 
him 8 in his q | / N 8 
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Ds mortuis nil ni bonum, is a maxim 
as wiſe as it is ancient. It was found- 
ed in charity to the dead it humanely 
ſuppoſed. that the deceaſed had ſome 
good qualities to counterpoiſe his bad 
ones, and therefore- that the latter 
ought to be buried with his body: but 
Mr, Price was an exception to the 
B ſuppoſition. 


- 
o 


fuppofition. _ 5 
qualities, thoſe who knew him moſt 
intimately cannot recolle&, that he 


1 
With a thouſand bad 


bad even one good one; and not hav- 
ing it in our power to relate any. of his 
virtues, truth and juſtice will not Per- 
mit us to bury big yiegs. 


Ia giving an account of this very 
extraordinary man, we ſhall begin, 


. where the generality of Rarrative= 


writers leave off, with an obſervation 
on his exit. Conſcious of his own 
guilt; fag hourly rifing upon fas, 
and a public ignominious death flaring 
hin full in the face, he ſunk under 
the weight of his owòʃ n fears. With - 
but fortitude. to fupport him in the 
hour of trial, he determined to avoid 
the fate ef a public execution, by an 
at of S 6— Had his 


12985 courage 


2 


courage been equal to his ſhall, he 
would have met his fate with a modeſt 
and reſolute manlineſs ; but he rather 
choſe to convince the world that his 
cowardice was as great as his cunning; 
from which, one inference may ſafely 
be drawn, that Mr. Price is a tremen - 
dous inſtance that, though. art and ad- 
dreſs may triumph for a period, yet 
when public juſtice overtakes public 
offenders, human ability is the moſt 
deceitful and inſufficient Prop that 
ever ingenious guilt can reſt, upon, 
We venture to moralize thus far upon 
the ſhocking cataſtrophe, becauſe f 
all his Fried el crimes, ſelf-rurder 
was his laſt and worlt, eee 


* * 27175 
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This e oa was apprehend 
ed about the 15th day of January, at 


Me: Aldus 3, 4 pawnbroker, in Ber- 
| Sy wick⸗ 


(4) 


| wick-fireet ; had paſſed only thires 


examinations, and executed himſelf in 


Tothilfields Bridewell, on the 24th 
day of the fame month, there being 
only ten days from his apprehenſion 
to his diſſolution. Great muſt have 
been the horrors of his mind before he 
could conclude upon his own deſtruc- 
tion, but the compoſure and delibera- 


tion, with which he perfected it, gave 


the finiſhing ſtroke to that character 
with calmneſs, which all who knew 
him, knew he was maſter of, and 
which his machinations have mani» 
feſted, from the year 1780 to the hour 
of detection. He was ſervile to 
extreme meanneſs, where his ſervility 
could be recompenced by a ſhilling — 
He was maſter of the moſt conſummate 


effrontery and impudence, when Juſ- 
tice called upon him for that ſhilling, 


if 


3 
if unſupported by law, and he never 
paid it but with an eye to further 
plunder; and then he abounded with 
ſuch profeſſions of honeſty, that all 
who could read mankind ſaw he did 
not poſſeſs a grain of it. In fine, he 
was a true Lottery-Office- Adventurer. 
He was alſo an adept in that ſpecies of 
flattery diſtinguiſhed by us under the 
word palaver.—He poſſeſſed an ex- 
tenſive knowledge of men and man- 
ners, and was a proficient in reading 
the heart of man, and, to ſuperficial 
obſervers, appeared a very ſenſible 
perſon. He was converſant in moſt 
of the living languages, had a ſmatter- 
ing of each, but maſter of none, and not 


having had the advantages of a liberal 


education, he was very deficient in his 
own. He had travelled all over 
France, and Holland, and been at moſt 

Th of 


C $3 
of the German courts, He was at 
Copenhagen during the time of the 


unhappy fate of the late Queen of 


Denmark, fiſter to our Sovereign, and 
he, at that time, wrote a pamphlet, 
clearing her of all ſuſpicions, and in 
which he pointed out the true cauſe 
of that degrading attack on what was 
more dear to her than her life, her 
character, thereby to effect an in- 
tended revolution in favour of the 
Queen Dowager' s fon. One of thoſe 
pamphlets he gave Mr. Fenwick, the 
keeper of Tothilfields Bridewell, 
which we have lately read, and though 
drawn up in very imperfect lan- 
guage, yet it proved him to have an 
eye directed to the cabals of the Court, 
and an underſtanding capable of de- 
veloping its intrigues. His character 
about the Change in London was 

2 well 
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well known—he was a keen, mitigune 
ſpeculator,, well veried in the myſteryof | 
the Bulls and Bears—his head enabled 
him to-make the moſt accurate calcu- 
lations, but his heart would never per- 
mit him ta enjay the fruits of even his 
honeft labours, if ſuch they might be 
3 deemed, for, if poſſible, he never would 
4 comply with the demands of a fortu- 
1 nate cuſtomer, unleſs actually terrified 
7 


into it; and to terrify him required no 
fmall portion of 1 ingenuity and reſolu- 
tion.— This natural propenſity to diſ- 
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about ſix years ago by a moſt unac= 
countable 


honeſty was the ſpring of all his miſ- 
fortunes; it made him ſhift from 

R place to place to avoid the abuſe of the 

? vulgar, and the clamorous calls of 

A lucky adventurers: His laſt office 

5 4 was the corner of King-ftreet, Covent 

1 | Garden, from whence he was driven, 


it is a ſingular circumſtance for reflec- 


63) 
countable run of ill luck, and eſteemed 
himſelf happy in a private decamp- 
eee E 


0 - 1 - ay — — - 
"x \ 4 "CR : - * 3 8 EN _"_ — 4 
WOES Bo II "RIS, oy _— 
A oo SR r 
* ” —IY — — 1 - 
— . * . . F 7 
R 2 ax re EW N > _ 4% ä = 


"lows ſince that period, Mr. Price 
has lived in obſcurity, and as it was 
then, he began his diſhoneſt practices, 
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tion, that no man can live happy who 
offends againſt the laws of his country, 
particularly in thoſe inſtances which, 
as they are the moſt dangerous and de- 
ſtructive to ſociety, naturally call for 
every exertion to detect, and where 
wiſdom and power united can never 
fail, at laſt, in the accompliſhment. 


His domeſtic character was ſtill 
worſe though a perfect ſycophant 
abroad, at home he was the moſt abſo- 

lute 
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1 lute tyrant, nor could a prudent, 
4 beautiful, virtuous;woman, endowed 
4 with every qualification to render the 


marriage ſtate happy, ſoften a brutality 
of diſpoſition, when the ample fortune 
he obtained with her had been ſquan- 
dered by him in intrigues, as pitiful 
as they were expenſive; for with all his 
outward appearances of gentility, he 
had a degree of pride that was truly 
contemptible, * a * ped 


and mean. 
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We | . K a proper to give 
this general outline of his character, 
that the reader may be enabled to form 
ſome idea of the conſiſtency of his 
conduct, and be prepared for a relation 

of tranſaetions which were as N 
| nv as 0 character. © - - 
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Driven thus to expedients, and 
having a large family of eight chil - 
dren to ſupport, he turned his 
thoughts to that attempt which 
proved ſo fatal to him; and, what 1s 
very extraordinary, always has proved 
fatal to every man who made the 
attempt (and we will venture to prog- 
noſticate always will) —a forgery on 
the bank of England. His firſt attack 
on the Bank was about the year 1780, 
when a forged note had been taken 
thexe; ſo complete in all its parts, he 
engraving, the fignatures, the-water marks, 
&. that it paſſed: through: various 
hands unſuſpetted, and was not diſcovered 
till it came to a certain department in 
the routine ef that office, and through 
Which no forgery whatever can paſs; un- 
diſcovered, This occaſioned a conſider- 
able alarm * that great and 
NU | G truly 


6 


truly reſpectable body of gentlemen, 
and notes upon notes flowed in, about 
the Lottery and Chriſtmas 4 Reta 
without even the leaſt poſſibility of 
tracing out the firſt negociator. Va- 
rious conſultations were held, various 
plans laid, and innumerable were the 
efforts of detection; but in vain they 
were traced up to one man from every 
quarter, always diſguiſed, always in- 
acceſſible, and, we will venture to pro- 
nounce, the forger would have remain- 
ed much longer a ſecret, but for the 
uuwearied attention and cool collected 
plans of Mr. Clark, a public officer 
at Bow-ſtreet, well known for his in- 
genuity in detecting offenders on the 
Bank, the Mint, &c. Indeed we may 
venture to ſay, that had he been left 
to his o] diſcretion, to have followed 
_ 3 of his 3 
C2 - and 
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| and to have carried into execution his 


own plans, the offender would not 
have reigned ſo long; for, although 
thoſe whd took upon them the office, 

were gentlemen of integrity and un- 
blemiſhed characters, they were inſuf- 
ficient for the undertaking, as the ſa- | 
gacity of Mr. Price always proved an 
over-match for-their zeal, aſhduity, or 
ſtratagem. As from its very great im- 
portance to ſociety, they took the 
buſineſs into their own hands, one per- 


Jon only excepted, they found, by expe- 
— the ee r of their meaſures. 


lad Mr. Price emit a panther 

in his proceedings —had he employed 

an engraver—had he procured paper to 

be made for him, with zwater-marks put 

into it, he muſt have been ſoon diſ- 

covered but Price was himſelf alone: 
4 8 9 | 


ee 
He engraved his own plates; he made 
his own paper, with the water-marks, 
and he was his own negociator, there- 
by confining a ſecret to his own breaſt 
which he wiſely, deemed not ſafe in 
the breaſt of another; even Mrs, 
Price had not the leaſt knowledge or 
ſuſpicion of his proceedings. Having 
practiſed engraving till he had made 
himſelf ſufficient maſter of it, he then 
made his own ink to prove his own 
works: having purchaſed implements 
and manufactured the water- mark, he 
next ſet himſelf to counterfeit the 
hand. auritings, and ſucceeded ſo far as 
even to puzzle a part of the firſt body 
of men in the world. The abilities 
of the unhappy Nyland were exerted in 
his profeſſion, | and therefore tlie im- 
poſition was to be leſs wondered at; 
but here was a novice in the art, 
| capable 


E 


capable of equal deception in every 
part of the dangerous undertaking, 


and all attempts to diſcover him prov- 
ing equally abortive; the Bank came at 
laſt to the reſolution of deſcribing the 
offender by the en youre = 


ve rtiſement :* 


Public-Office, Dec. 5, 1780: 

A FORGERY. | 
Whereas a perſon, anſwering the 
following deſcription, ſtands charged 
with forging two notes, purporting to 
be Bank Notes, one for 40l. and the 
other for 201. whoever will apprehend 


him, or give ſuch immediate notice at 


this office, as may be the means of 
apprehending him, ſhall receive ONE 
HUNDRED POUNDS ee on 
his commitment. 31,9 


, 5 Or 


1 

Or if any perſon concerned in tlie 
above forgery, (except the perſon 
here - under deſcribed). will ſurrender 
and diſcover his or her accomplices, 
he or ſhe will be admitted an evidence 
for the crown, and, on conviction of 
any one offender therein, receive 
TWO HUN DRED POUN DS re- 
ward. 


And if any Engraver, Paper- maker, 
Mould- maker, or Printer, can give in- 
formation of the engraving any plate, 
making any mould, or paper, or print- 
ing any note reſembling Bank Notes, 
ſhall, receive TWO HUNDRED 
POUNDS reward, on conviction of 
any of the offenders in the above for- 


e 1 . 


He appears: about fifty years of 206, 
about 


16 
about five feet ſix inches high, ſtout 
made, very fallow complexion, dark 
eyes and eye-brows, ſpeaks in general 
very deliberately,” with a foreign 
aecent; has worn a black patch over 

his left eye, tied with a ſtring round 
his head, ſometimes wears a white 
wig, his hat flapped before, and nearly 
ſo at the ſides, a brown camblet great 
coat, buttons of the ſame, with a large 
cape, which he always wears ſo as to 
cover the lower part of his face; ap- 
pears to have very thick legs, which 
hang over his ſhoes, as if ſwelled; his 
ſhoes are very broad at the toes, and 
| little narrow (old-faſhioned ſilver 
: | buckles, black ſtocking breeches, 
walks with a ſhort cruteh ſtick with 
an ivory head, ſtoops, or affects to ſtoop 
very much, and walks flow, as if in- 
ö a ; he has lately hired many hack- 
| Os ney 
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ney coaches in different parts of the 
town, and been frequently ſet down 
in or near Portland-place, in which 


neighbourhood it is "IT he 


* 


| _— b 114911: | 
He is condeAud "opt a woman 
who anſwers the following deſcrip- 
tion :;—She is rather tall, and genteel, 
thin face and perſon, about thirty 
years of age, light hair, rather a yel- 
low caſt on her face, and pitted with 
the ſmall pox, a down=caſt look, ſpeaks 
very ſlow, ſometimes wears a coloured 
linen jacket and petticoat, and ſome- 
times a white one, a ſmall black bon- 
net, and black cloak, and aſſumes the 
character of a __ 8 d. ; 


3 


N. B. It is aid ihae MENS fifteen 


months ſince, he "_ at Mrs. Par- 
ker's, 


18) 

. ker's, No. 40, in Great Titchfield- 
ſtreet, (ho is ſince dead) at which time 3, 
he went: by the name RING. 

The ie 12 drove Mr, "4 
Price to his wits :—it forced him, for 4 
a time, to refrain from the circulation, 

and for ſome months put a total 
ſtop to it: The next lottery ſeaſon he 
re- commenced bis ſchemes, and Mr, 
PATCH- again come forth with all his 
ſecret” eclat, notwithſtanding every ; 
ſcheme that ingenuity could deviſe 50 
detect 1 had bean ren 


— 


ET is not Ment Girton; Sie 

band bills were delivered from houſe 

* to houſe throughout the Whole of the 
quarter where he was moſt ſuſpected 

to reſide; aud at the very hduſe which 

he daily reſorted to, and where. all 


(ww 2) 
his implements were fixed, This was 
the neighbourhood of Marybone, Port- 
land-place,.. Oxford-ſtreet, and Tot- 


tenham-court-road; nay it was:thrown 


down an area ta the only perton in 
whom he placed any confidence, 4 lady 
whom the reader will: be preſently 
acquainted with. By theſe means Price 


was apprized of his immediate danger, 


and conſequently took his meaſures 


accordingly in the common phrafe 
it blew him up, but it certainly was 
the means that, prevented. his then 
being apprehended. Eagerneſs to ſe- 


cure, baniſhed that foreſight and cau- 
tion which. are ever neceflary when- 


ever it is in purſuit of artful villainy. 


The animal, whoſe ſagacity is a pro- 
verb, can never be ſecured in haſte; 
to entrap him requires ſuperior pa- 


tience, caution, and cunning. 


D 2 In 
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In the preceding part of this nar- 


-rative, we mentioned that Mr. Price 
had no partner, no perſon to whom 
he intruſted any branch of the buſi- 
neſs of forging a bank note. : we mean 
by that, that he employed no mechanic 
to aſſiſt him; but a confidante he moſt 


ſelected for the buſineſs with as much 
wiſdom, as he diſcoverd ſagacity in 
his projects. It is no leſs extraordi- 


nary than true, that this confidante was 


his own wife's aunt, by the mother's 
ſide, with whom he had had a long and 
perfect intimacy, previous to his 
marriage with Mrs. Price. Her name 
is Poumeney; and, what is ſtill more 
ſurprizing, he carried on the connec- 
tion to the day of his death, unknown 
to his wife; was daily with her, di- 
vided his dinner- times equally between 
| the 
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the two, and the niece had, for ten 


years paſt, through the impoſitions of 
her huſband, conſidered her aunt 


either as dead, or reſiding abroad. 


For this deception we hall account 


hereafter; one thing we muſt here 
obſerve, the wife was all innocence, 


without art, or underſtanding in the 
ways of the world, to be what is com- 
monly called cunning, but, perhaps, 


had a little reaſon to be jealous. In 


ſhort ſhe was perfect ſimplicity, and, in 
her juvenile days, was diſtinguiſhed by 
the appellation of the - pretty idiot.— 
He prudently, therefore, thought her 
not fit to be truſted. Mrs. Pounteney, the 


aunt, was a character extremely oppoſite 


to that of her niece; ſhe was really 
cunning, artful, and capable of exe- 
cuting any plan which Price would 
chalk out for her. In ſhort, ſhe was 
| 4 the 
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the woman {after Price's own heart, and 


having had the judgment to ſelect her 
for his operations, there is no wonder, 
under the tutelage of Myr. Price, ſhe 
Proved. à juſtification of his choice. 
It is eaſy, therefore, to be;diſcovered 


why Mrs. Price was nat thought by 


bim a fit object to be truſted. with ſo 


important a ſecret. As he perfectly 
/ knew 1he, was 5 fand gf | her filthy bar- 


guin, he wiſely judged that a want of 
underſtanding in a pretty woman, is 


a certain proof of the want of a neceſ- 


1 reſervation, and that he ought to 

be{equally apprehenſive, of her fond- 
neſs and ſimplicity, in a caſe where 
his own life was immediately concern- 
ed. Having made choice of this 
3 as an, aſſiſtant, his. apparatus 


being all ready, he began his operati- 


ons, living then at Paddington with 
, Mrs. 


623) 


Mrs. Price; whom die went to, nightly, 


and having lodgings alſo near Portland- 
place, where he viſited her:aunt, daily, 
and where all the utenſils for his un- 
dertakings were concealed. Every 
thing being thus prepared, his nent 
and chief ſcheme was a negodiator; 
for this his wits were ſet to work, 
and e e one in the following 
3 25 Hut 440111979 210 uon 
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In October, 1 580, which was about 


the Lottery time, Mr. Price put an 


advertiſement into the paper, in which 
he required a ſervant who had been 
uſed to live with a fingle gentleman, 
and the direction was to C. C. Marla 
borough Cafe - Houſt, Brom ſfrret, Car« 
naby-market. Ari honeſt young man, 
and who then lived with a muſical 
IRENE maker in the Strand, 

_ whole 


BE i 
whoſe name for very obvious reaſons 
we keep ſecret, not being much want- 
ed by his maſter, and having been 


deſired by that maſter to look into the 


papers for a place, happened to read 
Mr. Price's advertiſement, and accord- 
ingly ſent a letter to the Mariborough 
Giffee-houſe, as directed. He heard 
nothing further of this. for a week, 
when one evening, juſt as it was duſk, 
a coach drove up to his maſter's door, 
and the coachman enquired - for the 
man who had. anſwered the advertiſe- 
ment, at the ſame time ſaying there 
was a gentleman over the way in a 
coach wanted to ſpeak with him. 


5 On this the young fellow Was called, 


and went to the coach, where he was 
deſired to ſtep in. There he ſaw an 
apparent old man, a foreigner, gouty, 
wrapped up with five or fix yards of 
flannel 


( 25 ) 
flannel about his legs, a camblet ſur» 
tout buttoned up over his chin, [cloſe 
to his mouth, a large patch over 
his left eye, and every part of his face 
ſo hid, that the young fellow: could 
not ' ſee any part of it, but one 
eye, his noſe, and a ſmall part of his 
cheek, To carry on the deception Rill ; 
better, Mr. Price thought proper 
to place the man on his left ſide, on 
which eye the patch was, ſo that the 
old gentleman could take an aſkaunce 
lock at the young man with his right 
eye, and diſcover then only a very 
| ſmall portion indeed of his face. He 
appeared by this diſguiſe to be between 
ſixty and ſeventy years of age; and af - 
terwards, when the man ſaw him ſtand- 
ing, not much under ſix feet high, 
owing to boots or ſhoes, with heels 
very little leſs than four inches. Ad- 


( 26 ] 
ded to this deception, he was ſo but · 
toned up and A to * 
RY _ | 


Ir NE not be be Al timed to 
thoſe who did not know him, to 
pive the true deſcription of his per- 
Jon; he was about five feet ſix inches 
high, and a compact near made man; 
rather ſquare Ihoulders, and ſomewhat 
| Inelined to corpulency, his legs firm 
and well-ſet ; but, by nature, his fea- 
tutes made him look much older 
khan he really was, which was foriy- 
Fur. -His noſe was what we call a 
| ſarrof's noiſe, his eyes ſmall and grey; 
his mouth ſtood very much inwards, 
with very thin lips, his chin pointed 
and prominent, with a pale com- 
plexion: but what contributed as 
175 as any thing te to favour his diſ- 
guiſe 


I #7 J 
guiſe of ſpeech, was his loſs of teeth. 
He walked exceedingly upright, was 
very active and quick in bis: walk, 
und was, what we deſcribe a/ man to 
be; i we call him e er 
nan. I1_ 259 hat RO; 
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To u this — e Chriſtian 
name was Samuel, Mr. Price affected 
great age, bodily infirmity, an heQc 
cough, and a. difability of almoſt 
getting- out of the coach, Samuel 
having been thus ſeated by the ſide 
of Mr, Price, was told he was not 
wanted by him, Price, but as an un- 
der ſervant to a young nobleman of 
great fortune, under age, and then 
in the country, naming Bedfordſhire, 
to whom he was, and had been ſome 
years guardian. Price then began to 


euquire into the particulars of Samuel's 
EZ _*  hfe, 


+  » ew 
fe, when being informed, and finding 
chim. a young fellow for the purpoſe, 
ghoneſt aud ingenuous, talked to him 
about wages, and Samuel enquired if 
he was to be in livery or not? To this 
Mr. Price replied, that he could not 
really tell, for the young nobleman 
was a very whimſical character, and 
that was a circumſtance which might 
be ſettled hereafter. To carry on the 
farce, he deſired Samuel to call his 
maſter to the coach to give him a 
character, which being done, and the 
maſter giving him ſuch a one as Price 
pretended to approve of, a bargain - 
was ſtruek for 18s per week, and a 
direction given to call on Mr. Brank, 
Price's aſſumed name, at No: 39, 
RI; Oxford-ſtreet. * 


10 
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- Purſuant to the appointment, which: 
was the ſecond or third evening after, 
Samuel went to No. 39, and there. 
faw this guardian of a minor noble- 

man, and whom Samuel was to ſerve 
by waiting on Mr. Brank. There 
Price reſumed his diſcourſe reſpecting 
his ward, the whimſicalneſs of his 

| character, the prodigality of his ways, 
and the hard taſk he had to prevent 
him from ſquandering his money 
away, eſpecially in dabbling with 

K thoſe deceitful allurances, called Lot- 
tery Tickets : but that, although he 
Was a guardian to. the nobleman, he 
wWoaas ſtill obliged. to comply avith his 


whims, againſt his own'' inclination, 
and in oppoſition to. all advice and 
remonſtrance. Old Brant talked of 
the happy proſpects for Samuel by 
1 ſuch à maſter, and Samuel 

ä talked 


12 1 
talked of his cloaths, whether livery 
or not? It was concluded, however, 

that for the preſent he ſhould procure 

a drab coat, turned up with red, till 
the nobleman's +a was "Known, 
or. he came to town. 


R 
. 
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855 * is a cireumſtance worth 
regarding Samuel was ordered to get 
the cloaths at his own charge, and 
make out his bill—the former he did, 
but the latter was uſeleſs, as the 
reader will ſoon perceive; and this 
conduct” exactly correſponded with 
Price's character, who was known 
never to part with a ſhilling out of 
one hand till he had half a crown for 
it in the other. Samuel bought the 
cloaths, and was never repaid what 
he paid for them. A circumſtance 
muſt be obſerved here alſo: Samuel 


WAS 


( 37 ] 
was placed on the left fide of the old 
gentleman, where the patch, during 
the whole of this converſation, was on 
Samuel's right ſide, and thereby Sa- 


muel could never ſee the right ſide of 
po on gentleman: s face. 


Samuel having taken his leave of 
the old gentleman, was ordered to 
come àgain in the evening of the firſt 
day of the drawing of the lottery, 
which was in the year 1780; Mr. 
Price alſo pretended, that he ſeldom 
went to the nobleman's houſe of an 
evening, and therefore - in order to 
avoid giving Samuel unneceſſary trou- 
ble, he was ordered to come to the 
ſame place. On that evening Samuel 
punctually attended, and then Mr. 
Price pulled out a variety of papers, 
2 &c. and told Samuel he had 
"67 4 received 


a1 
received orden from the thoughtleſs 
young. nobleman to porchaſe lottery 
tickets, as a, venture, : againſt his 
coming to town, and in that huſineſs 
he meant to employ Samuel. For this 
purpoſe, he produced ſome ſeeming 
bank notes, and gave Samuel two 
notes, one of 201, aud, the, other of 
apl. He alſo directed. Samuel to 
take the number and dates of the 
notes on a piece of paper, for fear 
of loſing them, and to go to a lottery- 
office in the Hay- market, and with 
the one of al. to purchaſe an right 
guinea chance: from thence he was te 

go to the corner of Bridge- ſtreet, 
Weſtminſter, to buy another aut of 
the 40l. note, and wait ar the door of 
the Parliament : ſtrect Coffee - houſe till 
Mr. Brank came to him. Tbeſe 
notes and theſe data Samuel went with 


to 


132 1 
ta the Haymarket, and | bought the 
eight ⸗guinea chance with a 20l. note, 
got the balance went to the cor- 
ner af Bridge · ſtreet, and bought ano- 
ther with a 4ol. note, purſuant to dis 
rectionsz and was going to the Par- 
liament-ftreet Coffee-houſe to meet 
his maſter, when, from the oppoſite 
fide of the way, he was hailed by 
him, coraplimented on'his fpeed, and 
informed that he had been. ſo quick, 
that he, Brank, had not had time ta 
get to the Parliament-ftreet Coffee- 
houſe. ' He was interrogated if he had 
made the purchaſes,. and replying in 
the affirmative, he was again com- 
mended for his diligence. Brank alſo 
enquired if any miſtake had happened; 
and all this with a deal of coughing, 


OT of (prech, and feigned ac- 


F We 


( 34 ] 
We forgot to mention, that when 
Samuel received the notes, he received 
alſo as many canvas bags, as he was 
ordered to buy ſhares, or chances, 
and to put every diſtinct ſhare, and 
the balance coming out of each note, 
into a ſeparate bag, for fear, as his ma- 
ſter ſaid, the chance of one office 
might be confuſed with the chance of 
another, and Samuel thereby puzzled 
to know where he had bought the dif- 
ferent chances; as by ſuch confuſion 
er forgetfulneſs it might not be recol- 
lected where to apply to, in x Cale of 2 
fortunate number. 


Mr. Branz having then obtained the 
chances and balances, Samuel was or- 
dered to go to Goodluck's at Charing- 
croſs, from thence to King-ſtreet, Co- 
vent Garden, York-ſtreet, Covent-Gar- 
| den 
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den and purchaſe ſome ſmall ſhares 
and chances, and to meet his maſter 
at the City Coffee-houſe, Cheapſide. 
To all theſe places Samuel went, 
bought his numbers, and changed his 
notes; and going along York-ſtreet, 
his maſter ealled to him from a coach, 
pretended he was fortunate in thus 
ſeeing him, made Samuel ſtep in, got 
the produce of the forgery, and drove 
away to the city. 


In their way thither, Brank ap- 
plauded his new ſervant's diſpatch, 
and gave him more notes, © to the 
amount of 4ool. with inſtructions 
to purchaſe a variety of ſhares and 
chances, at different offices about. 
the Exchange; and directed him, as 
before, to put the chances belonging 
to each office in a ſeparate bag. Samuel 

F 2 having 


183 
having got out of the coach ii Cheap 
ide, left his employer in the carriage, 


and executed his cemmiſſiions with 
punctuality and ſucteſs: he then re- 
turned, agreeable to his orders, to the 
City Coffee - houſe, where he had waited 
but a few minutes before Mr. Brank 
came hobbling up to him, and took 
him into a coach thatwas waiting hard 
by. Brank then began complaining of 
his health and his infirmities, obſerving 
that the fatigues of buſineſs had kept 
him longer than he expected; but 
warned Samuel to be always exceeding 
punctual. In the courſe of their jour- 
ney, to the end of Long Acre, where the 
coachman was ordered to drive, Branł 
endeavoured to amuſe his poor delud- 
ed ſervant with many reflections on 
the improper conduct of his ward, and 
with flattering promiſes, for his atten- 
tion and fidelity; and, at the time of 


pa rting 


11 
Parting wich him, even put a guinea 
into his hand; but whether it was 
given with a judicious deſign, or 
whether it was in conſequence 
of a mamentary impulſe of ge- 
neroſity, for his having been for- 
tunate enough to tranſmute his paper 
into gold, we will not poſitively deter- 
mines though a tolerable opinion may 
be formed from this fact; that it was 
the only money poor Sam ever was 
paid, although he had then obtained 
caſh, or other valid ſecurities, to the 
amount of fourteen hundred potinds, 
pn thoſe forged notes; and thad ex- 
pended ſeven pounds for his maſter's 
- uſe. On parting. in Long Acre, Sam 
was ordered to be in waiting, a few 
days afterwards, at his old lodgings, 
in the Strand. As this plan was the 
routine of Sam's employment. it will 
only be neceſſary now to inform our 
readers 


11 

readers that, when ever Samuel went 

into an office, a woman, unobſerved by 
him, always walked in, at the ſame 
time looked about her, as if accompa - 

nying ſome body who was in the ſhop, 

and as ſoon as Samuel had done his bu- 

ſineſs, the Lady likewiſe walked out. 
— This woman now proves to have 

been Mrs. Pounteney, the aunt of 

Price's wife,'deſcribed in the advertiſe- 

ment and hand- bill iſſued by the bank. 

This Lady always accompanied Price 

in a coach whenever he went out, 
ſtuck ole to Samuel at every office, 

and as ſoon ds he had ſafely got out, 

ſtepped acroſs the way to Price, who 
was in the coach, informed him of the 

ſucceſs, and then Samuel was hailed, 

and the property ſecured by Price, 

for the ſervant might play his maſter 
a trick, and decamp with the booty, 
Ld. 
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Mrs Pounteney always keeping out 
of fight, nor did Samuel ever ſee 
her, to know her, during his ſervitude 
to Mr. Brank. From Titchfield-ſtreet, 
and during his whole reſidence there, 
which was but a week, Price always 
appeared and went out as Brank : and 
Mrs. Pounteney always accompanied 
him, ready to receive the diſguiſe, in 
caſe of any accidental diſcovery ; ſo 
that if neceſſity required it, he was in- 
ſtantly ſhifted from Brank to Price, 
and thereby Samuel rendered incapa- 
ble of ſaying, *©* That was the man that 
Bad employed him. We return now to the 
narrative: On the next Sunday morn- 
ing, a coachman came to the houſe of 
Samuel's maſter, and enquired for Sa- 
muel ;—the maſter informed the 
coachman, that though Sam worked, 
he did not lodge there that he could 
1 not 


in 
The coachman held a pareel in his 
hand, which he ſaid was for Samuel i 
and the maſter defired him to leave it, 
and he ſhould have it the next day. 
The coachman rephed, he was atder- 
ed not to leave it, but to take it back. 
in caſe he could not ſee the man, and 
accordingly went acrols the way with 
it, There the maſter ſaw the elderly 
gentleman with whom he had con- 
verſed: on Samuel's character g few 
days before, to whom the coachman 
delivered the parcel, and ſaw him get 
into .a coach, but in a minute the 
coachman returned and left the parcel; 
This parcel contained notes to the a- 
mount of gool. and a letter directing 
him to buy, on the next morning, 
a ſixteenth, an eight-guinea chance, 
and a whole ticket; to repeat his put - 
9 chaſes 
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chaſes at different. offices;;-with the 
uſual precautions, till the whole were 
changed; ahd to meet His aer; Mr 
Brank; at Mills's Coffee! Houſe; Gere 
rarl-ſtteet; Sohs, at twelve lO dk at 
nent day Saul having fler the 


. directions; ald ſuctecded, he Went to 
he enquit- 


meet bis waſted a5 bitlerAd! 
ed at the Coffee He Hut a0 ſueh 
mati had been there? if a few rafautes,” 
as e was“ fündig at they Oö 
houſe doof 4 '"ebathinan”> carne up 
to him and told him 4 Gentle 
2 at the ebrner of Macclebfietd- 
ftrseti wanted to ſpeak with Kim: ο 
him to comes in, and made him ſit on 
the / left hand nas befort deſeribed, 
that Sammel could>ionly: foe the p 
fide of hithmaſter's fa The tickets,” 
ſbars, chances, ind balances having. 
505 | e been 
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| * daliveiad: Mr. Brank arderad his 
ſervant ta bid the coaehman driye to- 
wards: Hampſtead, and ig the way he 
gave Sammel three fateanths: ag in rer 
_ ward gor his sere and diligenee. He 
talked, much of hie ward, and ſaid he 
would be in team in 2 day or two, and 
that he ſhauld ſpeak highly of Samuel's 
induſtsy On thaſe fubjects'; Brank 
preaghed: tall - ther reached mother 
blagkcp4i: Rentiſn FTewn, and then 
Samvel Was, hid to order the coach - 
man 0 turn fqdund. In their way 
bass Samuel bed: fraſh nates: given 
him: ta the amount of 5. with; the 
{in directions, ta lay chtm mit im 
the ſame mantier about the 'Change,' 
and ta meet-his::mafter:i avithe fame! 
laat nb the! evening} omberts Mr. 
Bravk: fadd ke ſhould dme jeh h 
Samuel was ordered -not!$6:diipo of 
thelo notes ai thòè ſame:offioes he had 
add 4 done 
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done the others, and tlie reaſbn For 
ad dei een arenen e 70 £91 15 


Samuel performed chis raſk Ao, and 
Juſt as he get up re the *Coffeechonſe 
door; A Porter #ceofted Hifi and cofis 
duetsd hifi té His maſter, Wher Was in 
A ebach a littlè way off. Samuel was 
nete Pistned for his dely, al feigned 
amgor aſſumed) with! # dedlabatlon; 
that he would not do if nut puffutual 
that he kad exceeded! His: riine, and 
that thenoblemart was very partleulat _ 
in time; Swen te 4 minute. Smut! 
apolog BN gef held of | the 
caſh, & l then ordered hint $6 
forwatd tothe New Im and lire # poſt 
chaiſe to carry them te Gri#Abich to 
meet the nobleman's ſteward; who was 
alſo his banker, and te whom he Was 
going for more money to pufehaſe 

01 G 2 11 


( 44 ) 
more tickets; making, at the ſame 
time, ſeveral obſervations on the im- 
1 and ogy of * 1 


e ordered th ee thy 
wa prepare a dinner, while Brant was 
ſuppoſed to be negociating his bu- 
ſineſs ; and inſtructed; him alſo, not 
to wait longer than three o'clock, but 
go to dinner, at that _ af Mas MO 
: did, not return. Gb on bie 
At half paſt four Gelock Brank e. came 
hobbling, coughing; - and ſeemingly 
quite put of breath with fatigue--They 
drank. tea, together, „ at the Ship, and 
afterwards returned ta town in the 
chaiſe; dut here it ſhould be obſerved, 
chat Sam Was the paymaſter for his 
dinner and pleaſures of the day, under 
Pretence gi his maſter / nen no 
OY * Oni 21 EF. 
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abr dd tart bis sibi © ae 
„From Greenwich they drove to 
Lombard-St rect;:and- there. diſcharged 
the chaiſe; Sam thete received more 
notes to che amount of 350l. which 
he got rid of in his uſual way; and at 
the City Coffee - houſe was gain for- 
tunate enough to meet his maſter 
before he got. to the door. «: Heowas 
then ordered to attend the next even- 


ing at his maſter's lodgings, which he 


did three or four times, in the courſe 


of vrhich he eee ol. more iu 


enen > on dad os 


; $37 £4 » 
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I negociating the laſt ſun which 
Samuel received, he viſited Branſ- 
combe and Ruddle's. Here he was 
interrogated whom he lived with, &c. 
and in this converſation honeſt Samuel 
ſaid he was ſervant to a very rich no- 

bleman's 
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bleman's guardian, and that he was 
at board · wages, and gave his addreſs to 
his old maſter, the muſical iuſtrument- 
maker, Having deli ere to hib waſtes; 
Brank, the caſh, &. in the uſual wiy; 
he was told, that perhaps lis might 
not be wanted agaiti for 4 week, and 
that he might wait till ſent for. Before 
the expiration of that weck, However, 
Samuel was apprehended; ab con- 
duQted to Bow · treat, examined by the 


Magiſtrates and Gentlemen of the 


Bank, where he told his artleſs tale, 
but to which no credit was given, and 
he was committed to Tothilfields 
Bride well, on ſufpicion of having 
counterfeited the notes of the. Bank 
mim E dibbo H bog od 
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p farmer e this narrative 
left Samuel in the hands of the Ma- 
giſtrates, and informed the reader that 
he had paſſed a forged note; at Branſ- 
eotnbec and Ruddle's, where he had 
bor inttrrogated, and had given) his 


back to that ofnice, and immediate ap- 
pBcation being made to Bow · ſtreet, 
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properaddisfs.- That note, in a dax 
or j,. got to the Bank, was traced 
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| mentioned gentleman's conſtaiit 


who bad un dan — ami 
liar terms with the old gentleman 
above, played off one of his cuſtomary 
ill hymours for a tgpments bad (for- 
faken his friend, and thereby put a 
temporary peridd to his progreſs ; for 
it is evident that matters of this kind 
cannot be effected without the 


tamdan ce. K d l Jt: ol 


3507 19bg9t 303 ber tu Eng (1293081711 


- Sartiuel's- exarainations-wwere long 


dad Frequerity andithe hole: ofthe 


tran ſactiog taken! asl migutely use 
have ſtated⸗ The. a ſelleme o Aid 
to ſecure Mel Bfünk was las follows. 
Samuel had bee orderedoby Brank- to 
tay till he. ſeht norg and an infe- 
rior officetibf BVſtrest as ſtationed 


N iat Bann where 


18 Samuel 


{ 49 ) 

Samuel worked, in ' caſe he ſhould 
call in the mean time. A few days 
elapſed, when Samuel received a meſ- 
ſage to meet his maſter the'next day 
at Mills's Coffee-houſe, exactly at 
eleven o'clock. The plan was  ac- 
cordingly * concerted, Samuel was 
ordered by Mr. Bond not to go till five 
minutes paſt the time ; the above in- 
ferior officer attending at a diſtance, 
and Mr. Bond, diſguiſed as a porter, 
with a knot on his ſhoulder, followed. 
When Samuel came to the Coffee- 
houſe, he found that a real porter had 
that inſtant been there, and enquired 
for ſuch a perſon, in ſuch a livery, and 
could have been hardly got out of the 
This information Samuel di- 
rectly communicated to the gentlemar 
, and Samuel was ſent back to 
t; but the aforeſaid old gentleman 
12 H below, 


FE. 
below, who had been taking a bit of 
a nap in the mean time, and had, 
luckily for the old gentleman above, 
waked in an exceeding good humour, 
was determined to be too many for 
their mutual enemy; for having ſeated 
himſelf by the ſide of his friend Brank; 
in an hackney coach bard by, he dif- 
covered, in the manner he did to the 
young ftudent at Madrid, the afore- 
ſaid momentary converſation between 
Samuel and the ſaid gentleman porter. 
Both the old gentlemen, therefore, 
took immediate flight, and hugged 
and careſſed each other on this for- 
tunate diſcovery, leaving Samuel, the 
inferior officer, and the gentleman porter, 
as cruelly diſappointed as the ſaid two 
gentlemen were highly pleaſed at the 
eſcape. The reader, we hope, will not 
be offended at this imitation of Old 
3 | Harry,— 


Wo 


Harry,. —we mean FiELDING, who 
never was more ſevere upon vice, than 
when he treated it ludicrouſly, To 
return: an | inſtant ryſ was made at 
Titchfield-ſtreet, but in vain ; they 
found that Brank had never been 
there ſince Samuel and he had left it 
together; and as a ſmack of Scrub's 
account of Archer and Aimwell, they 
did not know who he was, where he 
came from, or whither he was going. 
The advertiſements again ſhone forth, 
the hand bills were ſhowered around, 
but all in vain ; nor was maſter Brank 
ever heard of till the next Lottery and 
Chriſtmas times. Poor Samuel, how= 
ever, {till lay in durance vile, but his 
innocence being tolerably eſtabliſhed, 
he was, after having been robbed of 
ſeven pounds odd by his maſter, and 
ſuffering eleven months impriſonment, 
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The enfoink Lottery prire . 5 
the ſame game with the ſame effect, 


but mare artfully, with notes of 


Higher value, for aol. and 40l. were 
grown too ſuſpicious - another lad got 


himſelf into cuſtody another r was 


made, and Price miſſed again by 3 
moment. | 
His next ſcheme was an adyertiſe» 
ment for a perſon in the linen drapery 
buſineſs, and with notes of-5ol. up to 
a 100l. two. agents purchaſed linen 
drapery.Theſe two young fellows were 
likewiſe detected by having paſſed an 
100l. note at Moollerton s, linen draper 


in Oxferd-fireet, who was fortunate 


enough to recover the whole of his 


Py back, which Mr, Bond, had 
ſeized 


( 33) 
ſeized at No. 3 on the Terrace in Tots 
penham-court-road. - In ſhort, to follow 
Mr. Price for fix years, through all 
Bis proceedings, would be impoſſi- 
ble; the account would ſwell to folio — 
ſuffice it to ſay, he had 45 different 
names, 4 45 different diſguiſes, and 45 


chfferent lodgings ; but that this was 
ad Nur number! | 


He wilo e in the circu- 
lation of forged notes, now becoming 
highly dangerous, he turned his 
thoughts to a new ſpecies, equally 
artful, and for a time, equally ſucceſſ- 
ful. Still in diſguiſe, however, he 
went to the Coffee-houſes about *Change 
got a boy to take 10l. to the Bank, 
giving him directions to the teller, 
bo gives the cuſtomary ticket to the 
caſhier 
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caſhier who = this ticket the lad 
had orders, inſtead of. purſuing the 


teller's direction, to the caſhier; as 16 


uſual, when out of fight of the teller, 
to turn round another way, and bring 
the ticket back to the Coffee- houſe, 

There he uſed to alter the tickets from 
zol. to 190l. by adding an o, or a 1, to 
any other ſum where the addition 
might puzzle the teller, as from 50 to 
150, &c. and then ſend jt, by another 
hand, to the caſhier, who paid it un- 
ſuſpectingly without knowing.—This 
ſcheme was his laſt, and he practiſed it, 
till having received a Bank note which 
he paſſed at Mr. Aldus's, a Pawn-broker 
in Berwick-ſfireet, as we at firſt ſaid, he 
was there, apprehended. , This note 
had had many indorſements, and Price 
having diſguiſed ſeveral of them, by 
additions to the names ; and his friend, 
the 


E 
the aforeſaid od GENTLEMAN, not bes 
ing then at his elbow, probably then 
engaged in ſome other equally ho- 
nourable employ, Mr. Price left one 
indorſement ſtanding entire. This led 
to Mr. Aldus's, who knew him by the 
name of Powel, where he came two or 
three times a- week, had pledged 
things of great value, and whoſe reſi- 
dence Mr. Aldus could never find out, 
although he cauſed him to be fre- 
quently followed. Another officer 
was then, by Mr. Clarke's direction, 
placed there till he came, which 
was the next day but one, when he 
was amuſed and kept in converſation 
till Mr. Clarke's arrival, who ſecured 
and brought him to Bow-/treet. 


. Theſe ſuſpicions were almoſt tanta- 
Mount to proof, of his being the cele- 
Ai brated 


brated Mr, Patch, which name he gut 
from the paich over h eve. Thus were 
the Gentlemen of the Bank made hap- 
py in the detection of ſo dangerous an 
offender, and the only diſcovery they 
had now to make, which was of the 
utmoſt importance, was, where the 
female companion and the implements 
were concealed, and which, by a 
manœuvre of Mr. Clarke's, were diſs 
covered, but not till after his death 
this we ſhall relate in turn. One thing 
we muſt not omit to mention; when 
he was under examination, Sir Sampſon 
Wright ſuddenly called out Sam, 
who ſtood behind Price; Sam anſwer- 
ed, and appeared to his old maſter, 
who ſtarted as at a ghoſt ; but recol- 
lecting himſelf, he aſſumed his old can- 
gee, and made a molt polite bow to his old 
fervant, no doubt either to awaken his 
2 ' humanity 


t a 3 


humanity, or hint at what he might 
expect if he diſclaimed him. The 
fact was, Samuel could only ſwear to 
his voice, but could not have the leaſt 
idea of his perſon or features. — Being 
then committed to Tothilfields Bride- 
well, he turned his thoughts, na- 
turally enough, to the deſtruction of 
the implements. Well knowing that 


nothing could be got out of Mrs. 


Price, or any of his family, to affect 
him, he had made no ſcruple of de- 
claring, when under examination, that 
his lodgings were at a Cheeſemonger's 
in the neighbourhood of Tottenham 
Court-road ; equally ſecure that no- 
thing could be found there to afford 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of his being the 
forger deſcribed under the character 
ef Patch. Determined to deſtroy 
every thing that could lend the . leaſt 
1 aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance to that diſcovery, he fent for 
Mrs. Price and his eldeſt ſon, a fine 
youth about fifteen years of age, and 
then, to her great ſurpriſe, communi- 
cated to her the circumſtances reſpect- 
ing her aunt, and that her lodgings 
were in a houſe in Tottenham: ſtreet. 


By the ſon he ſent a letter to Mrs. 
Pounteney, informing her of his ſitua- 
tion, and deſiring her inſtantly to de- 
ſtroy every atom of the apparatus, 
clothes, &c. To get this letter ſafe 
out of priſon, he had recourſe to an ex- 
pedient as artful as it was ſucceſsful. 
He told his ſon, that it was often the 
cuſtom of the keepers of priſons to 
ſearch the perſons of viſitors to priſo- 
ners, and as he was charged with an 
offence, to detect which he had 
every expedient to dread, his. own 
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ſaſety required him to have recourſe 
to equal ſtratagems to fruſtrate their 
deſigns. Accordingly, having wrote 
the letter, he deſired his ſon to take 
off his ſhoe, which being done, Mr. 
Price tore up the inner ſole, and un- 
der it put the letter to Mrs. P—, with 
this injunction, that if he ſhould be 
aſked any queſtions at the gate, whe- 
ther he had any thing from his father 
to carry any where, to ſay no; if they 
attempted to ſearch him, to ſubmit to 
the ſearch quietly, and with temper. 
This contrivance, and theſe directions, 
ſeem to have been the reſult of a know- 
ledge of the praQtice of priſons, and 
which no Newgate-bird could have 
ſehemed better to have defeated. We 
do not, indeed, know, or have we 
heard, that he was ever before con- 
fined for felony ; he was often in cuſ- 

17 tody 


9 
tody for debt, and two or three times : 
confined in the King's-Bench priſon ; 
but there, ſuch ſecret conveyances are 
unneceſſary, and he could not derive 
his knowledge from any other ſource 
than ſuſpicions founded upon hear- 
ſay, and what his own good ſenſe . 
dictated to. him. Thus prudent and 
thus guarded, in his conveyance of a 
letter to the very perſon, whom the 
Bank of England would have given 
any ſum to diſcover, the manceuvre 
had its effect, and the letter reached 
the aunt in ſafety, The reaſon why 
the Bank were ſo ſolicitous to diſcover 
the abode of this woman, is evident; 
they knew that wherever ſhe was, the 
dangerous engines were, and to get at 
her would have been getting into poſ- 
ſeſſion of all that was ſo deſtructive to 
the community, and the deſtruction of 

them 


„ 

them was the firſt object of their 

hearts. 
We muſt here, for a while, leave 
Mr. Price in his confinement, and ac- 
company the letter to Mrs. Pounte- 
ney ; this ſhrewd woman, on the re- 
ceipt of the letter, with an admirable 
preſence of mind, came down into the 
kitchen where the maid was, and 
mildly blamed her for keeping ſo ſmall 
a fire in ſuch cold weather. She or- 
dered her to take the cheeks out of 
the grate, and throw on freſh coals, 
which being done, and the fire begin- 
ning to be ſomewhat high, ſhe artfully 
told the maid ſhe had received a letter 
from her maſter, who was gone abroad, 
informing her that the cloaths he had 
lately worn, he had diſcovered to be 
infeſted by the plague, and contracted 
during the time of hiz being laſt out 
| of 
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of England and that he had ordered 


her to burn the whole of them imme- 


diately, for fear of the infection 


ſpreading, and endangering the lives 
of all in the houſe. 


She accordingly brought down every 
article of cloaths, which Mr. Price 
had concealed himſelf in, under the 
character of Patch, and laying them 
on a heap on the kitchen floor, took a 
cullendar and ſprinkled them with 
water, till they were ſufficiently 
damp to prevent their blazing. When 
this was done, ſhe put them on the 
fire, and as ſoon as they began to 
blaze again, took them off, turned them, 
and watered afreſh, laying the unburnt 
part downwards. Thus ſhe continued 
till the whole was conſolidated into a 
cake, and by that means reduced every 
atom 


163) 
atom to a powder; thus with a pre- 
ſence of mind, and a dexterity unparal- 
leled in ſuch an extremity, let what 
would come to paſs, whatever could 
effect Mr. Price, otherwiſe, nothing 
could then diſcover him by dreſs, as 
the much-wanted Patch. 


Having thus effected one principle 
end of the letter, ſhe then turned her 
thoughts to the other the deſtruction 
of the materials with which Mr. Price 
had ſo induſtriouſly carried on his in- 
genious practices. The ſervant had 
a ſiſter living in the neighbourhood, 
and Mr. Price having had occaſion 
once or twice for a carpenter, through 
the medium of this ſiſter, a carpenter 
in the neighbourhood had been em- 
ployed by Mrs. Pounteney, and to 
whom Price had never been viſible; 

MW ſhe 


664) 
ſhe therefore ordered the ſervant to go 
for that carpenter, in order to take 
down the wood frame, preſſes, inſtru- 
ments, &c. with which Price made his 
Paper, and pulled off his notes from 
the plates, all which were exactly 
fitted up in the mode and manner of - 
a.. copper-plate printer's materials, 
While the maid was out for the car- 
penter, Mrs. P took the copper 
plates, &c. and put them into the 
fire, and when thoroughly burnt 
through, and red hot, took them out, 
and let them lay till they were cool, 
whereby they were reduced to a plia- 
bility capable of being twiſted and 
broke with eaſe. Having effected 
this, ſhe reduced them to very ſmall 
pieces, which, with a large bundle of 
ſmall wires, with which Mr. Price 
had manufactured the paper and 
2 water 
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water, marks, ſhe gave to the fon, and 
geſitedi him to take them to the duſt 
heaps ibehind the houſes, in the ad- 
jacent fields, and there diſtribute them 
from heap to heap, kicking the duſt 
over the pieces as he diſtributed them 
in order to prevent them from being 
ſeen. by thoſe, whoſe occupations 
daily lead them to the, duſt heaps ; : 
and alſo, if ſeen, they might not be 
found in ſuch parcels, as to occaſion a 
ſurprize, or future enquiry. The lad 
having obeyed his great aunt in theſe 
particulars, the remains of theſe 
plates lay there, till, by a ſtratagem 
of Mr. Clarke's, they were brought to 
bow - ſtreet by duſt- men, who found 
them, but when found, could have no 
idea of their uſe. The earpenter having 
taken down the apparatus, and being 
* for his trouble, was diſpatched; 
K every 
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every thing then was brought: deten, 
and reduced to aſhes, fo that nothing 
remained a body, but the bits of plates 
and wires, which could not be an 
to aſhes.” > e393 04, Get non 


The ſtep Mr. Clarke took aber Price 8 
death to find out Mrs. Pounteney and 
the implements had its effect. Mrs. 
Price, who, as we have: before ſaid, 
was informed by her huſband of the 
place of Mrs. Pounteney's abode, diſ- 
covered it. She was taken into cuſ- 
tody,—ingenuouſly told every cir- 
cumſtance from beginning to end, 
which were of a nature, almoſt ex- 
ceeding human belief. The frame 
with which he made the laſt -bank 
notes was found at the houſe, and all 
the implements which went to make 
the paper, with the preſs for pulling off 

I the 
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 theiniotes,- ata; ſraith*s-in the neigh - 
bourhood, whither the carpenter, who; 
tonk them down; had carried them by 
Mrs, Price's direction. The remain 
ing wires, which had been thrown into 


the duſt heaps, Mr. Clarke procuxed:by.” 


going to them, and telling ſome. duſt- 
men "there; if they: ſearched and found 
ſuch: things to bring them to Bo- 


ſtreet , and they ſhould: have five ſhil- 


Kings for their trouble. They ſearch- 
ec quid found them It was ev 1 
and chey were ſtopped by the patrole, 
with their wives, and brought in cuſ- 
tody to Bow-ſtreet, Were an explana- 
tion took place, and the men were 
paid as promiſed. The: Whole of tlie 
myſtery :diſcovered, the principal of- 
fender dead; the apparatus found and 
deſtroyed, and the Gentlemen of the 
Bank, fully ſatisſied that no accompliee 
wt ol gu Ci 3 K 2 lurked 
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lurked behind thè curtain, not wiſhing 
to take the-life of à wornaiv aua have 
humanely diſcharged her, and as W 4H 
wiſhers to the dommunity, ws we hopꝭ? 
her eſcape wilt reh her not to abuſe 
mes „e 8 12458515 
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We . Py 2 — 
count of Mr. Price from theitime of 
his commencing his different ſchemes 
on the Bank, in the year 1790, to his 
laſt hour. We have ſaid nothing of 
his circumſtances previous, to that. 
From the beſt intelligence, we fitnd, Be 
was born in Monmouth ſtreet; St. 
Giles's, his relations living therenow. 
Was a conſiderable time there in the 
character of what is called 2 barter; 
That afterwards he was valet to Sit 
Francis Blake Delabal, went / with: 
him the tour of Europe; returned to 
E. A En gland, 


Ao 
Englahd, and through Sir Francis, 
who was the bofom compahion of the 
lxte Samuel Foote, Eſq. Price became 
combtdian>: That he acted a principal 
part im that well-known” buſineſs, by 
Which Sir Praiois obtained his lady, 
withoan immenſe fortune, and in 
which Mr. Fdote performd the cha- 
racer of the cohjurer; and afterwards 
conjured that gentleman out of 5ool. 


in a flam ſcheme. That he after- 


wards ſat up in thie diſtillery, defrauded 


the revenue, was ſent to the Kiag's- 


Bench, was releaſed by an inſolvent 
act, turned brewer, defrauded a very 
capital gentleman in that branch, now 
living; dut of 60001; by the affiſtance 


of the lady aforemientioned, in one of 


his diſguiſes. He was alſo mentioned 


in 2 book entitled the Swindler's 
5 Chronicle. 
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bled in the Alley, was ruined 
by it, again ſet up Lottery-Office 
Keeper, courted Mrs. Pounteney, 
ran away with the niece, and lived 
with both. We have ſaid enough 
already of his character to ſh&w.what 
he was capable af, and what ought to 
have been to him, as well as to every 
perſon breathing, a certain though 
ſtale maxim, that HONESTY V IS, 
THE BEST POLICY on ft 


1 
3 . 2122 a OC 
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It has been ſaid in the public papers, 
that he had employed his ſolieitor, 
appointed his council, arranged his 
affairs with prudence and wiſdom for 


making his defence, and that opinious 


bad been given on his caſe, ſufficiently 
210110 _ fas 
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favburable to induce him to ſtand 


cept the cireumſtan ce of having en- 
gaged- an attorney; if there is any 
| meaning in the ſuppoſed favourable opi- 


nions, it is this: that changin g the tel- 


lers ticket at the Bank, from a ſmall to 
4 larger ſum, payable by a caſhier, was 
a fraud; and not a forgery.” Such an 
anſwer to ſuch a caſe might be given 
by thoſe people of the profeſſion, who 
are lawyers among tools, and tools 
among lawyers: but we dare aſſert, 
that Mr. Price would not have ap- 
plied to any ſuch ſhallow geniuſſes; 
he would have ſtated his caſe to men, 
eminent in the profeſſion, and con- 
verſant in the crown law; from them 
he muſt have been told, that as long 
as the words WARRANT, or ORDER, 
for payment of money, remain in the 


® f 


til! ſtatutes, 


tial; not 4 word of this is true, ex- 


tn 


Batches, for for the E of for- 
geries, they Would haye told hit, 
that altering, or publiſhing.atellers 
ticket, knowing it to be altered, With 
an intention to defraud, is a 
g but it is eyident, — the 
event, that Mr. Price placed no eqn - 
ſidence in the ſhallow; gbiection-the 
was conſcious the objection would not 
avail him— that if his identity Was 
proved he was undone, and his ſole 
reliance was on the concealment of 
his perſon; and on this he ſo much 
relied, that he braved his fate, and 
courted the encounter, by ſending for 
the people, whom he had employed 
as Patch, to view him as Price; ſo 
well was he aſſured that they could 
never recognize him as the former in 
the character of the latter. 


This 


673 
This aſſurance may be accounted 
for by the following meaſure he took 
to try if he was even ſuſpected. He 
would go to the coffee-houſes about 
Change, appear as Price, enquire for 


Mr. Norton, write a letter, and leave 


it at the bar. In ten minutes he would 
come 1n again as Mr, Norton, take 
his own letter, drink his coffee, and 
away. A boy, who had two or three 
times taken his caſh to the teller, and 
that boy's mother who had alſo ſeen 
him, were brought, by his attorney, 
to ſee him in priſon. The boy could 
not identify him; the mother could, 
and, in ſpite of all that could be ſaid, 


perſiſted in her knowledge. We hear 
for a fact they were both before the 


magiſtrate at Bow -· ſtreet. Mr. Price 
had been three or four times brought 
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up there to be viewed only by the 


perſons who had taken forged notes 
of him in different diſguiſes ;—the 
event was, he ſaw the impoſſibility of 
eſcaping the ſlow but ſure hand of 
juſtice, He told the keeper he had 
been betrayed, and the next morning 
was found hanging. The invention, 
the method, and the means he took, 
were of a piece with his uſual pre- 
caution and deliberation, He in- 
formed his ſon, that the people of 
the priſon came into his room ſooner 
than he wiſhed ; that in his ſituation 
he had ſomething ſecret to write, 
which they might get at by ſuddenly 
coming upon him ;—that he wiſhed to 
prevent it, and gave his ſon money to 


purchaſe two gimblets and a ſixpenny 


cord, - pointing out to him how he. 
1 | would 


1 
would ſtick the gimblets in from poſt 
to poſt, and tie the cord acroſs the 
door, which opened inwards, and 
thereby prevent any perſon from com- 
ing in till he pleaſed to permit them. 
The ſcheme had its effect, —he faſ- 
tened the two gimblets under two 
hat-ſcrews; and thus, having four 
ſecurities to preyent his falling, he 
was found the next morning hanging 
without coat or ſhoes, and his thumbs 
tied down to the waiſtband of his 
breeches to ſecure him againſt ſtrug- 


gling. 


Thus, after practiſing fraud for 
upwards of 6 years, every day croud- 
ed with iniquity, dread, and obſcu- 
rity, ſunk with the horrors of his 
own conſcience, he ruſhed into the 
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up there to be viewed only by the 
perſons who had taken forged notes 
of him in different diſguiſes; —the 
event was, he ſaw the impoſſibility of 
eſcaping the ſlow but ſure hand of 
juſtice. He told the keeper he had 
been betrayed, and the next morning 
was found hanging. The invention, 
the method, and the means he took, 
were of a piece with his uſual pre- 
caution and deliberation, He in- 
formed his ſon, that the people of 
the priſon came into his room ſooner 
than he wiſhed ; that in his ſituation 
he had ſomething ſecret to write, 
which they might get at by ſuddenly 
coming upon him ;—that he wiſhed to 
prevent it, and gave his ſon money to 
purchaſe two gimblets and a ſixpenny 


cord; - pointing out to him how he. 
= Would 
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would ſtick the gimblets in from poſt 
to poſt, and tie the cord acroſs the 
door, which opened inwards, and 
thereby prevent any perſon from com- 
ing in till he pleaſed to permit them. 
The ſcheme had its effect, —he faſ- 
tened the two gimblets under two 
hat-ſcrews; and thus, having four 
ſecurities to prevent his falling, he 
was found the next morning hanging 
without coat or ſhoes, and his thumbs 
tied down to the waiſtband of his 
breeches to ſecure him againſt ſtrug- 


gling. 


Thus, after practiſing fraud for 
upwards of 6 years, every day croud- 
ed with iniquity, dread, and obſcu- 
rity, ſunk with the horrors of his 
own conſcience, he ruſhed into the 
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| preſence of the Almighty, over- 
. whelmed with a crime paſt all repen- 


tance, elf murder. 


Under his waiſtcoat were found 
four papers; one was a petition to 
the King, praying protection for his 
wife and eight innocent children, all 
of whom he ſaid had never offended, 
In this petition he ſtated that he 
had written a pamphlet with a 
view to prevent a war between the 
crowns of England and Denmark, 
and to reſcue the character of Queen 
Matilda from the baſe aſperſions of 
the Queen Dowager's party. The 
ſecond was of a ſimilar nature, to the 
gentlemen of the Bank, with an ap- 
peal to their humanity. The third 

1 con· 


{i 7) 
contained the moſt warm and grateful 
thanks to Mr. Fenwick the keeper of 
the priſon, for the many obligations 
he was under to him for his conſiſtent 
indulgence and favors, with a prayer 
that the Almighty would reward him 
for it in due time. The laſt conſiſted 
of an affectionate leave of his wife 
He begged her forgiveneſs for every 
injury he had done her, and intreated 
her attention to their offspring; con- 
cluding with a hope of their meeting 
in Heaven where their preſent miſe- 
ries would have an end. One thing 
is obſerveable :—In theſe papers, 
formed with conſideration, he neither 
confeſſed or denied any thing. The 
Coroners Inqueſt ſat on his body, and 
brought in their verdict ſelo de fe, in 
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conſequence of which he was buried 


in the croſs- road near the priſon, 
leading to Chelſea. 
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APPEND IX. 
No Part of which has been before printed. 


O enumerate the various frauds 

and ſwindling tranſactions of 
this adept in deception, would ſwell 
the account beyond the poſſible 
bounds of a ſhilling pamphlet From 
one or two, the reader will be enabled 
to judge of the capability of his head, 
and ſhew the tinge of a heart, which 
never were at reſt without levelling 
their attacks on his beſt and deareſt 
friends. —In robbing the Public, he 
had effrontery enough to avow his 
robberies, and to laugh at thoſe whom 
he robbed ; but his friends were plun- 


M deered 
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dered under the diſguiſe of perfect 


honeſty, and ſuch was his art and 
fineſſe, that the more he plundered 
them, the more he ſecured their con- 
fidence,— 


The following late fact will explain 
Mr. Price better than a thouſaud 


comments. 


He was very intimate with a gen- 
tleman, now living at Knightſbridge, 
Mr. R—s, formerly a grocer, but 
retired from buſineſs. The meaſures 


he took to prepare this gentleman, as 


a dupe to the moſt conſummate piece 
of knavery, were as follow: Mr. 
Price had for a long time paſſed as a 
ſtock-broker, and his friend, Mr. R. 
had always entertained that opinion 
of him. To ſecure Mr. R's good opi- 


nion 


169 
nion of his independent ſituation in 
life, Price, who then lived at Knightſ- 


bridge, frequently uſed to requeſt the 


favour of Mr. R. to take a bank-note 
or two into the city, and get them 
changed into fmall ones. In this he 
had a two-fold plot. Firſt, he made 
himſelf a man of conſequence with 
Mr. R., and thereby laid him open 
to his future ſcheme : and ſecondly, 
the identical notes which Mr. R. 
brought him back, ſerved as copies 
for Price to engrave his counterfeit 
ones from. And in this Price grati- 
fied his higheſt ſtretch of diſſimula- 
tion—for his friend became a double 
dupe. Matters went on in this mode 
of friendſhip, till Price found Mr. 
R. ready to fall a ſacrifice to any plan 
he might propoſe; and being thus 
ripe for the purpoſe, Price began the 

M 2 ſecond 
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ſecond act of his play. He then in- 
formed his friend that he was inti- 
mately acquainted with a very old 
gentleman, who was moſt exceedingly 
rich, as well in landed as in perſonal 
eſtates, who had been a very eminent 
broker in the alley, but had long re- 
tired, —That his monies in the funds 
were immenſe, and that the only re- 
lation he had in the world was one 
ſiſter, to whom he intended to be- 
queath the beſt part of his property— 
that this fiſter was near fifty years of 
age, had never been married, was de- 
termined never to marry, and that it 
was impoſhble the old gentleman 
could live long, as he was very old, 
very infirm, and almoſt incapable of 
going out of doors, The reader, by | 
this time, will probably begin to re- 
collect Mr. Patch under this deſcrip- 


* tion, 
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tion, and, in fact, it meant no other. 
But this Mr. Patch now wore the 
name of Mr. Bond, an inhabitant of 
Leather-lane, Holborn. — But what 
could induce Mr. Price, who piled as 

many {ſchemes upon ſchemes as there 

were {tones in the tower of Babel, to 

fix on ſo ſingular a name, may, per- 

haps, be collected, if we conſider 
that it was moſt probable, the name of 
Bond, \leeping or waking, was always 
uppermoſt in his thoughts; and as he 
well knew that Mr. Bond, of Bow- 
ſtreet, had been yearly upon the watch 
for him, the name tripped off his 
tongue as the involuntary impulſe of 
conſcious guilt. 


This old gentleman, Price repre- 
ſented to his friend, had often aſked 
him to become his executor, and alſo 


ofteys 
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often beſought him to recommend 
another perſon, in whoſe fidelity, 
character, and integrity, Mr. Bond 
could repoſe an entire confidence, and 
that he would make it well worth their 
while, if they would undertake fo 
friendly and ſolemn an office.— Now, 
* ſaid Mr. Price to Mr. R. here is an 
* opportunity for us to make a moſt 
& conſiderable ſum in a ſhort time, 
& and, in all probability, a very ca- 
0 pital fortune in a few years; for 
the ſiſter being determined never to 
* marry, and having no relations in 
& the world, there is no doubt but 
* ſhe will leave us the whole of the 
d eſtate, as I now ſtand upon ſuch 
„terms with her brother, and after 
* his deceaſe, ſhe will become totally 
dependent upon us. — I ſhall ſee 
* Mr. Bond to-day, and if you wall 


* join 


169 
join in the truſt, the will ſhall be 


* immediately made.“ 


To this propoſal Mr. R. readily 
conſented, and we may venture to ſay 
without much heſitation.—In the 
evening Price returned to Knightſ- 
bridge. He told Mr. R. that he had 
ſeen Mr. Bond, who expreſſed great 
happineſs and eaſineſs of mind on 
ſuch a recommendation, and defired 
to ſee Mr. R. as the next day, Price 
appointed to meet him at 12 o'Clock 
at Mr. Bond's, and in a ſhort time after 
the appointed hour, Mr. R. knocked 
at the door—He was ſhewn up ſtairs 
by the aforementioned fiſter lady, and 
introduced to Mr. Bond, ſeated in a 
great chair, his legs in another, and 
covered with a night-cap. We leave 
the imagination to ſupply any further 

deſcription. 
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deſcription. The poor, infirm, weak, 
debilitated old gentleman, regretted the 
abſence of his ever dear friend Mr, 
Price, the moſt worthy man in the 
world, and he rang a peal on his friend» 
ſhip, honour, honeſty, integrity, &c. 
&c. accompanied with emaciated 
coughs—was obliged to go to the City 
Coffee-houſe—a punctual man —never 
failed an appointment—it was the 
foul of buſineſs—and then he told 
Mr. R. that his dear friend deſired to 
meet him there exactly at one o'Clock 
—he approved highly of Mr. Price's 
recommendation, and was happy in 
his mind—it wanted but a quarter to 
one he believed, and he hoped Mr. 
R. would not fail, as his dear friend 
was very exact indeed. The uſual 
compliments pafled ; the fiſter con- 
dufted Mr. R. to the door, who poſted 

away 
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away to the city Coffee houſe and left 
old Maſter Bond, the rich brother, 
who was in reality no other than Mr. 
Price, and the brother's maiden ſiſter, 
who was in fact Mrs. Pounteney, to 
laugh at Mr. R's credulity.—This 


ſecond act being over the third began, 
and the plot began to thicken, for 


Mr. R. had-not been five minutes in 
the Coffee-houſe, before he was joined 
by his friend Price, to whom Mr. R. 
recapitulated what paſſed at the old 
broker's, and as ſoon as Price had diſ- 
patched ſome pretended buſineſs, he 
propoſed calling on Mr. Bond. This 
was readily acquieſced in by Mr. R., 
and away they drove to Leather-lane ; 
when they came there, they were in- 
formed by the lady that her brother 
was juſt gone out in a coach on an 
airing to Highgate. In ſhort, he carried 
N on 
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on the comedy ſo completely for ſe- 
veral days, during which time Mr. R. 
had twice or thrice feen the old gen- 
tleman,—the will was made, and on 
the ſtrength of the joint executorſhip, 
Mr. R. was ſwindled out of very near 
1000l. in caſh, and bonds to the 
amount of 2ool. which fraud was 
never diſcovered till Mr. Price's ap- 
prehenſion, after which Mr. R. got 
up his bonds from Mrs. P., to whom 
he gave a note for the amount, 
and which he 1s determined never to 


Pay. 


However credulous Mr. R. may 
appear to people who imagine them- 
ſelves wiſer, or however extrava- 
gant the tale may tell, we vouch its 
authenticity. 


The 
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The following anecdote, though it 
proves him an artful, deſigning fel- 
low, yet has nothing- in it which ex- 
hibits him in his uſual Proteus cha- 
rater.—He had formed a connexion, 
and an intimacy with Mr. W 
a Brewer, a man of reſpe& and cha- 
racter. To him, Price, who was 
was then in the Brewery, propoſed a 
project for purchaſing hops to the a- 
mount of 2o000l. Price actually went 
into the country, contracted for hops 
to the amount, with ſeveral hop- 
growers in Kent, and then applied to 
Mr. W. for the 20001. pretending 
that a ſudden riſe of hops would take 
place, and they could not be delivered 
too ſoon; and that Mr. W. ſhould 
have his ſhare of the profit. What- 
ever were Mr. W's motives we know 
not, but he refuſed to advance the 

0 money. 
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that a ſudden riſe of hops would take 
place, and they could not be delivered 
too ſoon; and that Mr. W. ſhould 
have his ſhare of the profit. What- 
ever were Mr. W's motives we know 
not, but he refuſed to advance the 
Aer money. 
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money. The fact is, an unexpected 
riſe did ſoon after take place, Price 
went into Kent to demand delivery 
the growers, perhaps not perfectly ſa- 
tis fied with their purchaſer, were ſhy 
in delivering, eſpecially as they found 
they had made a bad bargain, which 
Price taking an advantage of, inſiſted 
on, and gained 2001, to be off, and 
was accordingly paid it. We men- 
tion this little circumſtance to ſhew 
that Price was never out of his way, and 
that whenever he laid a trap for 2000. 
his ſcheme always brought him 2001. 
— In juſtice to an individual we ought 
not to omit mentioning, that as ſeveral 
news-papers have propagated a report 
that Mr. Price had borrowed of Mr. 
Aldus, a Pawn-broker, whom we- 
have before mentioned, a large ſer- 
vice of plate, and left Bank notes as 
a ſecurity for his returning it, that it is 
wholly 
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| wholly falſe and groundleſs.—He- had 
pledged things of value ſeveral times 
there in the name of Poweb—Mrs. 
Pounteney had been there on the ſame 
errand as Mrs. Powel.—Had repre- 
ſented her huſband as having an im- 
portant poſt at St. James's; — they had 
talked each of the other, each of them 
had pledged the ſame gold watch at 
different times. — But on his appre- 
henfion, he denied any knowledge 
of the woman, even to Mr. Aldus's 
face —Threatened his apprehenders 
with actions, ridiculed them for not 
finding among others a 1ol. note 
which he had in his fob under his 
watch, and which he produced, al- 
though that identical note was one of 
the notes delivered by the caſhier upon 
one of the forged tickets. We men- 
tion theſe circumſtances to ſhew how 
weak and inefficacious is all the art 
and 


i . 

and ſubtlety of man, when guilt is 
ſuddenly attacked how like a ſteed, 
ſtuck in mire, it plunges till it is over- 
whelmed, and its ſtruggles prove its 
own deſtruction.— 


We mentioned in the foregoin g 
part of this narrative, that Mrs. P. 
was apprehended through a manœuvre 
of Mr. Clarke, and as we promiſed 
te relate it, we think ourſelves held 
down to perform 1 it. 


As ſoon as the news of Price's 
death had reached Mr. Clarke's ears, 
he poſted to Mrs. Price. He informed 
her of the ſhocking event, and then 
urged to her, as the laſt act of hu- 
manity ſhe could perform to her de- 
ceaſed huſband, to diſcover where the 
woman was with whom Mr. Price 
had been connected, and by this 
8 means 
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means her huſband might be after- 
wards ſuffered to have Chriſtian in- 
terment, although the verdict of the 


coroner's inqueſt muſt be formally 
complied with. 


The. propoſal had its effect ten- 
derneſs to her huſband prevailed : her 
ſon, -who was by, earneſtly implored 
his mother to tell, or ſuffer him to 
tell, who, and where the woman 
was. Mrs. Price conſented, and Mr. 
Clarke was directed to the houſe, 
where every thing was found that 
could give ſatisfaction to the gentle- 
men of the Bank, and a moſt im- 
portant ſervice thereby done the 
community. On the finding of 
the frame which formed the bank- 
notes, this woman, with an art and 
compoſure which proved her a perfect 
diſciple of Mr. Price's, replied ** It 

4 ce was 
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„was an' inſtrument ſhe uſed for 

4 mangling with,” Mr. Clarke's pro- 

poſal was complied with. Price was 

buried pu rſvant to the verdict, but the 

body ſuffered to be taken away the next 
| — and had Chriſtian burial. 
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We have wc as bnelly as the na- 
| ture of the caſe would allow; "traced 
| Mr. Price's public and private cha- 
| | Tacter, and we hope that the horrid 3 


exit which terminated his exiſtence, 
will be a ſtandipg beacon to thoſe 
| whoſe abilities may accompliſh” them 
| for the moſt kilaviſh defigns, and 
; Tender them a terror to themſelves as 
well as the reſt of mankind. Ina 
word, we hope for the honour of hu- 
man nature, ſach another charactet 
neither does nor ever will exiſt; for 
4t may be truly ſaid, he was a man of 
whom every thing might be ſaid that 
was bad, and N that Was good, 


